
 
Pendleton Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting 
March 16, 2006 

 
Minutes 

Members Present:   Ben ÒCokeÓ Jeffords, Philip Morgan, Joe Pearson, Lou Robinson, Jim 
Smith, Karen  Wiley, Dave Williford 

 
Staff  Present:   Heather Colin 
 
1.  Opening, Establishment of a Quorum, Introduction of New Members 
 
Jim Smith called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.  He introduced Karen Wiley to the public and 
the Commission and established that all 7 members were present, therefore they had a quorum. 
 
2.  Review of Minutes 
 
Mr. Smith stated that the Commission will no longer have the minutes read aloud and they would 
be available for the public to review the day after the Commission has approved them, either on 
the website or a copy available at town hall. 
 
Mr. Jeffords made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 16 meeting with no 
changes.  Ms. Robinson seconded.  The motion passed 7-0. 
 
3.  Public Comment 
 
Art Cook, a developer from Georgia, presented his preliminary subdivision plans for a 
development in the southern end of the town, behind the Bi-Lo.  He asked that the Commission 
take a look at the plan and provide feedback.  He stated that there will be a 100 foot buffer on the 
north side of the subdivision from the existing neighborhood.  Staff asked that he provide a 
reproducible size drawing.  Staff will forward a copy to the Commissioners and place the request 
on the agenda at the April meeting. 
 
Tim Hume, 504 S Micasa, questioned the availability of the minutes from the November meeting.  
He asked why they are still not available and how the new members were able to vote on the 
future land use map without the minutes.  He also questioned why the minutes are no longer 
being read aloud.  Jim Smith responded to the background of the plan and staff indicated that 
other supporting information was available to the new Commissioners.  Ms. Robinson stated that 
she felt comfortable voting with the information she had available for her review.   
 
Suzanne Pature Harney, 1015 E Queen St, stated concern over whether the public is being 
considered in the process.  She stated that the public is frustrated about the process and that 
everyone should have an equal vote.  She also stated that the public effort was not well spent. 
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4.  Preliminary  Plat Review for  MerchantÕs Gate Subdivision 
 
Staff presented a brief staff report on the request and the background information as well as an 
update on the process of the project.  Mr. Ward provided some additional background 
information, clarifying the road name and specifying information contained in the deeds and 
restrictions, related to limited uses allowed and setbacks, as well as minimum building sizes.  
There was discussion about the right-of-way variance request and the purpose.  There was also 
discussion about the variance request to the board of adjustments for the front setback reduction.  
Mr. Ward clarifi ed that the reduction will result in a minimum setback of 22 feet from the curb, 
which is actually 10 feet from the road right-of-way.  It was also requested that the final deed 
restrictions and covenants be presented with the final plat. 
 
Ms. Robinson made a motion to approve the preliminary plat for MerchantÕs Gate with the 
approval of the right-of-way reduction to 50Õ.  Williford seconded.  The motion passed, 7-0. 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
Rules of Procedure 
Staff went through the changes proposed on the rules of procedure.  There was discussion about 
adding a process for public hearings as well as information on the forwarding of meeting 
information from staff to the Commissioners.  Staff stated that they would make the necessary 
changes and forward to the Commission and place it on the April agenda. 
 
Update on Comprehensive Plan 
Staff updated the Commission on the comprehensive plan process, describing the difference 
between the existing and future land use map as well as the zoning map.  Staff also distributed 
copies of the narrative for the natural resources and land use chapters and asked that the 
Commissioners review the document and provide feedback back to staff by the next meeting.  
Mr. Smith stated that Town Council would like to meet with the Commission after their April  
meeting to conduct a work session on the future land use map. 
 
Orientation 
Staff suggested some possible dates for an orientation for the Planning Commission and the 
Board of Adjustments.  It was decided that Tuesday, April 11 at 7:00 pm was the most convenient 
for everyone. 
 
6.  Adjourn 
 
Philip Morgan made a motion to adjourn at 8:08 pm, Pearson seconded.  The motion passed with 
no opposition. 


